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J More than 350° students, 
_ hear University President Al- 
_ exander Gonzalez give his final 


campus-wide address. _ 


_ Gonzalez has served Sac 
State for almost 12 years, bring- 
_ ing the campus signage mark- _ 
ing academic halls, new health © 
and counseling services and 
hired 90 new faculty members 
_ over the past two years alone. _ 
“Since I arrived here nearly 
12 years ago, I've attempted 
to engage the university and _ 
_ integrate it with the greater 
community for everyone's ben- 


regional business leaders that 
Sacramento State seemed to be - 
aloof, if not out of touch, with 
_ the local community. I believe 
_ we have made major strides so 
_that this is no longer the case.” _ 


Those strides included an 
“It Feels Good to Give” pi- 
lot program, in which Wells 


Fargo customers were asked 


for a charitable donation while 
making an AIM transaction. 


Asa result of this program, Sac 


State’s Veterans Success Center, 


which offers multi-faceted help 
to student veterans and their 


dependants, received $8,750. 


__ This is in addition to a $50,000 
_ grant made by Wells Fargo last 


serving as president, the uni- 
versity has tackled sustain- 


_ ability issues, bringing scien- 
tific research to Sac State while 


helping repair the university 


- system's damaged budget. 

_ “Here at Sac State, with 
your help, we are working on 
the issue of sustainability on 


many fronts; said Gonzalez. 
“While we have been meeting 
our enrollment targets, we are 
also looking at our programs 
and the issues associated with 
providing the best quality 
along with the best use of our 
resources.” SS 

Sac State recently received 
$300,000 from the Keck Foun- 


The grant is currently fund- > 
ing the Sustainable Interdisci- 
plinary Research to Inspire Un- | 
dergraduate Success Project, a | 


three-stage project designed to 


integrate, link and evaluate sci- 
entific research across 12 exist- 
ing labs in the Department of 
Biological Sciences, 4 
this is side-by-side with 4 
another sustainability project § 
called [West, the Institute for | 
Water, Energy, Sustainabil- 
ity and Technology, designed — 
to fuse together science and | 
policymaking. = 

Student Affairs and Aca- | 
demic Affairs have also col- | 


_laborated on a series of grants 


efit? said Gonzalez. “I heard _ year. — . dation, one of the nation’s larg- a. resulted i $220,000 _ 
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President Alexander Gonzalez begins his ES 
address at Sacramento State on Jan. 22, 2015 
in the University Union Ballroom. 
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CFA CALLS 
FOR NEW 
CONTRACT 


| i 4 , | @matthewmalone_1 


By Jonathan Ayestas 
@jonayestas 


The start of the new year means a lot of things, from new resolutions for a better diet 


The DREAM Act 


The FAFSA advises. non-citizen 
students with.a social security card un- 
der Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv- 
als to-not apply for FAFSA, instead sign- 
ing up for a Dream Loan. 


to dedication for better academic results; but for many it also means the time of year for The long road to a collective 
bargaining agreement between 
the CSU system and the Cali- 
fornia Faculty Association took 
another turn last week when the 
faculty union called for CSU 
to speed up the new contract’s 
implementation. 

CFA and CSU agreed upon 
and ratified the new contract in 
October and November last year 
after months of negotiations in 
which salary emerged as the 
main point of disagreement. 

The union, which repre- 
sents 23,000 faculty in the CSU 
system, said its members had 
not received a raise in several 
| |lyears, resulting in unfair salary 

The Pell Grant has a proposed increase for | ||structures. 
award letters. Students with 0-5,500 EFC would be , The topic of pay raises revived 


' readjusted based on enrollment amount in school for last years negotiations after 
CSU received $142 million in 


additional state funding. CSU 
Chancellor Timothy White set 
aside $90 million of that money 
for faculty and staff raises. 
| The terms of the final agree- 
Grants ment provide for a 1.6 percent 
The State University Grant is a limited | | ||Salary increase for all union 
amount given towards tuition fee costs. Af- members. Other raises affect 
ter the priority deadline, the grant will be certain lecturers, tenure-track 
awarded on a first-come, first-serve basis. CFA, PAGE A4 


renewing your financial aid. 
Reminders via email were sent out to previous applicants and students are encour- 
aged to apply if eligible to alleviate some of the heavy costs of tuition, housing and 
miscellaneous needs. 


Deadlines 


Students who file for FAFSA before 
the state of California’s March 2 dead- 
line aré given priority in receiving their 
award letters over those who miss the 
deadline. The final deadline to complete 
the FAFSA is June 17. 


IRS Tool 


The IRS Data Retrieval tool eliminates 
the need for the school to request stu- 
dents for additional documentation by 
linking tax return information to FAFSA. 


Documentation 


Students will be required to give additional 
documentation, such as parent and student 
W-2 forms if information on the FAFSA ap- 
plication does not match tax forms. 


$0 Estimated Family 
Contribution (EFC) 


$5,500+ Estimated Family 
Contribution (EFC) 
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By Jacob Abbott 
@jakeabbott_csus 


Gov. Jerry Brown released his 
proposal for the 2015-16 state 
budget on Jan. 9, and plans to 
increase funding to the CSU 
system by about $120 million. 

The governor committed to a 
four-year increase in additional 
funding for higher education in 
2013, supplying both the CSU 
and UC systems with revenue 
generated by the state’s general 
fund. 

The CSU system received a 
5 percent increase the past two 
years and is scheduled to obtain 
a 4 percent increase for the next 
two years. 

The increase in funding from 
the proposed budget will mark 
the third year of Brown honor- 
ing his commitment 

An 18-month moratorium was 
placed on campus-based student 
fees in last year’s budget, which 
runs through the start of 2016, 
requiring universities to keep 
costs down or else risk the pos- 
sibility of losing state funding. 

“The governor made it very 
clear that reinvesting in higher 
education was a priority, which 
is why he made that commit- 
ment for a year-over-year gen- 
eral fund increase,” said H.D. 
Palmer, deputy director for the 
state’s department of finance. 

“But it’s contingent upon both 
systems keeping tuition and 
fees flat,” Palmer said. 

The proposed 4 percent in- 
crease in funding doesn’t 
meet the CSU’s request for 
an increase of $216.6 million 
from the state for anticipated 
expenditures. 

“Basically we didn’t receive 
$97.1 million,” said Stephanie 
Thara, public affairs communi- 
cations specialist for the chan- 
cellor’s office. 

“So from now until the gover- 
nor’s budget is approved, we’re 
going to be advocating for that 
extra $97.1 million more so we 
can grow enrollment, we can 
find student success and com- 
pletion measures, and address 
additional infrastructure and 
technology upgrades,” Thara 
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CSU gets more money in the bank 


Govenor Jerry Brown gives $120 Million to increase funding for higher education 
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The funding they are advocat- 
ing for would allow approxi- 
mately 30,000 additional stu- 
dents the opportunity to enroll 
at one of the 23 CSU campuses, 
according to the chancellor’s 
office. 

“Without the funding, we will 


only have a percentage of that 
amount of students,” Thara said. 

She also said the amount of 
money each university receives 
is based on its enrollment num- 
bers. Gov. Brown’s proposed 
state budget will now be de- 
cided on by the state legislature, 
which has a deadline of June 15. 


Financial Aid: Office says apply early 


Continued, A1 


“We’ll make a commitment 
to make sure your fall award 
is available that first week 
of school,” 


Sacramento State received 
40,000 applicants last year 
for FAFSA. A lot of them 
are incoming freshman 
who have not yet decided 
on a school to enroll listing 
multiple colleges for finan- 
cial assistance. About 70 
percent of students, trans- 
lating to about 20,000 stu- 
dents actually use financial aid 
for Sac State. 

Students in the state of Cali- 
fornia will have from Jan. | 
to March 2 to fill out their ap- 
plications for the 2015-2016 
academic year to receive prior- 
ity deadline status. Director of 
Financial Aid Services Anita 
Kermes said staying within pri- 
ority deadline is preferred to re- 
ceive the maximum amount the 
student can receive within their 
financial need. 

Kermes said the June | dead- 
line for financial aid documents 
is to encourage students to turn 
in documents before they leave 
for summer break. 

“What we make a commitment 
to is if your file is complete 
come by June lst, then we’ll 
make a commitment to make 
sure your fall award is available 





— Anita Kermes, Director 
of Financial Aid Services 





that first week of school,” Ker- 
mes said. 

Awards for limited grants, 
such as the State University 
Grant, become first-come, first- 
served after priority deadline. 

Kermes said one of the more 
confusing aspects of the pro- 
cess is parent and student in- 
formation for taxes the year of, 
even though most people will 
not have their W-2s until later 
that: year. The problem can be 
resolved by using previous tax 
forms as an estimate until they 
receive the appropriate one for 
the current year. 

FAFSA for the 2014-2015 year 
came up with a new verification 
group, which required to also 
collect W-2 forms to help report 
income on taxes. It is another 
way to ensure all information is 
accurate. 


Also available this year 
for undocumented _ stu- 
dents will be the Dream 
Loan in its third year. The 
awarding criteria is still in 
the process of formulating. 

Award letters for FAFSA 
start to come out just be- 
fore May 1. Kermes said 
hopefully by June, eligibil- 
ity criteria will be figured 
out for the Dream Loan 
so they can have an idea 
of what the application process 
will look like so they could start 
putting required documents for 
the loan in the student center. 

Staff will be assigned and 
designated to lead the program 
and have them understand the 
topic fully and help formulate 
information to assemble the fre- 
quently asked question sections 
on the CSUS website. 

Kermes said a large wave of 
applications comes right before 
the March 2 deadline, making 
the first week of March busy for 
the financial aid office. Spring 
also sees another influx of 
applicants. 

“But if you need help at any 
time, we’re trying to be more 
service-oriented,” Kermes said. 
“If you need assistance, please 
come to the student service 
counter and ask.” 


CFA: Union calls agreement insufficient 


Continued, A1 


faculty and members lower in 
their pay ranges. 

While at the time CFA called 
the contract a positive but in- 
sufficient development, its bar- 
gaining team recently said it 
was dissatisfied with the pace 
of implementation. 

The various increases, affect- 
ing pay back to July of last year, 
will not appear in paychecks 
until March 1 and April 1. The 
retroactive pay will come at an 
unspecified time before then. 

“That’s five and six months 
respectively,” said Wehr, who 
co-signed the press release. 
“The only way to describe that 
pace is ‘glacial.’” 

He said the process should 
be very simple and said the 


increases should have been in 
place by Jan. 1. 

Mike Uhlenkamp, director 
of public affairs for CSU, said 
the timeline of the union knew 
about the timing of the roll-out 
during negotiations. He said the 
very specific order for the in- 
creases and the fact that payroll 
is managed by the state control- 
ler’s office, not CSU, compli- 
cated the provisions. 

“So there are a variety of 
things that were both planned 
and that people were aware of, 
at the CFA especially because 
they negotiated these things, 
that have added to the com- 
plexity of the implementation,” 
Uhlenkamp said. 

Uhlenkamp said the cam- 


puses and the chancellor’s of- 


fice are doing their best to im- 
plement the raises in a timely 


manner. 

In its statement, the CFA 
bargaining team said faculty 
members feel the pinch in the 
meantime. 

“The vast majority of faculty 
are terribly demoralized and 
distressingly cynical about the 
system’s commitment address- 
ing their struggles paying rent, 
feeding families, and educat- 
ing their kids on CSU faculty 
salaries,” the bargaining team 
wrote. 

Both Uhlenkamp and Wehr 
greed that the timeline could not 
be changed since it had been in- 
cluded in the contract. 

Negotiations between CSU 
and CFA will restart in spring, 
when salaries for the 2015-16 
school year are expected to be 
the main topic. 


Stacy Hayano, associate vice 
president of budget planning 
and administration at Sacra- 
mento State, said that the chan- 
cellor’s office contacts each 
university’s budget office in 
either March or April to deter- 
mine how the funding will be 
allocated. 








The state budget plans to 
increase funding to the 
CSU system by: 














Proposition 30, passed in No- 
vember 2012, was created to 
help stabilize state finances, 
allowing the government and 
legislation to invest more into 
higher education, and it con- 
tributes to a percentage of the 
funding generated for the uni- 


versities. The proposition raised 
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the statewide sales tax rate from 
7.25 percent to 7.50 percent 
starting January 2013. 

A total of $762 million in 
funding to each of the university 
systems is directly attributable 
to the passage of Proposition 
30, according to a January press 
release by the governor’s office. 
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Nava shifts from campus to county 


Director of news services to begin as communications officer for Sacramento County 


By Jonathan Ayestas 
@jonayestas 


Since 1995, Kimberly Nava, 43, 
in one way or another, has served 
Sacramento State with a passion 
that she said made her 20 years 
of service not feel like 20 years. 

Nava began as a communica- 
tions coordinator for 11 years, 
then as a writer for public affairs 
about two years before becoming 
director of news services for her 
last six years. 

“I haven't really taken a breath 
since I got here,’ Nava said. “It 
doesnt feel like I’ve been here 
that long-” 

In the mornings, the first thing 
she would do is gather all Sac 
State mentions in print, online 
and social media. She would 
review them and send them out 
online. 

Nava would answer media 
phone calls requesting faculty 
experts and assist them on sto- 
ries relating to the campus. She 
would also direct people to of- 
ficials who can comment on be- 
half of the university or provide 
information about an upcoming 
program or event. 

She either helps people find 
what they need or connects them 
with the appropriate person 
within the field of interest. 

Her position as director of news 
services demanded that she live 
on her phone, some days starting 
early and ending at 5:30 p.m. or 
much later, depending on when 
she receives phone calls. 

“Its a blessing and curse be- 
cause youre working every sin- 
gle minute,’ Nava said. 

She finds Twitter helpful be- 
cause she sees it as a way to give 
news as it is happening and to let 
media know what is going on at 
Sac State. 

“Its just another way to get in 
all the wonderful news that Sac 
State is doing,’ Nava said. 

Around the time she was hired 
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Kimberly Nava, former Director of News Services for Public Affairs, left Sacramento State after 20 years of service. 


at the president's office April 3, 
1995, she had finished her gen- 
eral education credits at Sacra- 
mento City Community College 
and thought the timing was per- 
fect for transferring to Sac State 
and acquiring her bachelor’s de- 
gree in English at night sessions 
while working 13 hours a day on 
average. 

She was enrolled in an anthro- 
pology lab for her last semester 
before graduating winter 2003 
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when she had her daughter Oct. 
4, 

“One week, I was there nine 
months pregnant, and two weeks 
later I was there and everyone 
was like “whoa,” Nava said. 

After she had her daughter and 
degree, she said nothing slowed 
down for her. When she came 
back from maternity leave, she 
learned of an opening for public 
affairs as a writer. She saw it as 
a serendipity because she loved 
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writing. 

Nava heard about the opening 
at Sac County from colleagues 
at work and was encouraged to 
apply. She thought it would be a 
good opportunity. 

She thought she would be 
slowing down after 20 years at 
Sac State but is eager to start as 
a communications and. media 
officer and public information 
officer for Sac County. Her de- 
partment and division will be 
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the Sacramento Animal Shelter. 
She's excited to help advocate 
animals. 

“In a way, I owe Sac State so 
much because I started here 
fairly young in life and got my 
degree here, Nava said. “I’m just 
happy I could give back in what- 
ever way I did.” 

She will also be covering WIC 
(women, infants and children). 
Her third area to cover is still not 
decided but will pertain to social 








services. 

Before walking into the Uni- 
versity Ballroom to start his 2015 
Spring address, Sac State Presi- 
dent Alexander Gonzalez praised 
Nava and her contributions. 

“This is another transition for 
her, Gonzalez said. “And like 
me, moving on to other things. 
Were going to miss her.” 

Nava said she owes Gloria 
Moraga, director of multimedia 
for public affairs and Phil Garcia, 
vice president of public affairs, a 
debt of gratitude for serving as 
her mentors during her time at 
Sac State. 

“Kim has had a long tenure 
at Sac State and we thank her 
for her contribution through- 
out the years,’ Garcia said. “We 
wish her the very best in her new 
position.” 

Reading novels and taking care 
of her children are among her 
favorite things to do when she 
is not working. Nava said one of 
her favorite book series is Game 
of Thrones, mentioning how the 
tv show “follows the books pretty 
closely”. She said she has about 
50 books on her Kindle to read. 

Nava said the squirrels have re- 
mained the same over the years. 
One time, she was eating lunch 
at one of the picnic benches 
when she felt a tapping on her 
shoulder. She looked around to 
see who tapped her when she 
saw it was a squirrel wanting 
some of her fries. 

Nava said she is proud of the 
transformation Sac State has 
gone through every year under 
Gonzalez’s leadership. 

She wishes the college would 
have received more state support 
to increase enrollment size for 
more students to be on campus. 

“Theres people I feel like I’ve 
grown up with and gone through 
so much these past 20 years,” 
Nava said. “It's going to be differ- 
ent walking out and going some- 
where else.” 
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Media has become the lens through which 
most people experience the world outside 
their town. America protects freedom of 
speech under the First Amendment, and 
journalists’ freedom of expression is fur- 
ther protected by state and national court 
rulings. The last few weeks, especially, have 
proven that this ability to report freely on 
anything a journalist observes does not 
guarantee safety. However, it is this goal of 


Address: Gonzale 


z brings diversity, pro 


: a it 


Continued, A1 


support new initiatives in stu- 
dent success. 

Other highlights of the presi- 
dent's address included a center 
for global engagement, a univer- 
sity rebranding campaign and 
new student housing. 

Vice President for Public Af- 
fair and Advocacy Philip Garcia 
has worked with Gonzalez for 
10 years, and said the president 
has always thought to put stu- 
dents first. 

“T've been here for 10 years 
and I have had the privilege of 
working for and with president 
Gonzalez. And I really believe 
in my heart that it’s been special 
because I’ve been apart of this 
renaissance that has occurred 
over his tenure, said Garcia. 
“He has always thought to put 
students first, and has kept a 
close eye on what we do, and 
how we do it.” 

Although many  improve- 
ments have been made to Sac 
State over the last decade, the 
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holding the powerful accountable and de- 
scribing the human condition accurately 
that requires protection. Censorship of any 
kind, through terrorism or other methods, 
at any level of journalism, risks the ability to 
report factually and with integrity. Journal- 
ists are public servants in that they are ethi- 
cally bound to.inform accurately. The State 
Hornet was called a journalist maker on 
Twitter last week and it’s true. This organi- 
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President Gonzalez recieves a standing ovation from the audence 


on Jan. 22, 2015 for his spring address. 


president insists more needs 
to be done to bring Californias 
university system back to a sus- 
tainable operating budget. 
“We're still underfunded,” said 
Gonzalez. “I think the governor 
and the legislature and the peo- 
ple of California have to invest 
in higher education. We cannot 
do it on the back of students.” 
Provost and Vice President 


for Academic Affairs Federika 
Harmsen agrees with Gonzalez 
that the best way to improve 
higher education funding, is 
through advocacy and faculty 
involvement. 

“10 percent of our budget is 
for faculty development, classes 
for the students and instruction- 
al labs,” said Harmsen. “There is 
a committee that is being formed 
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The State Hornet is looking for 
a Student Ad Representative 


zation that was started 65 years ago has built 
the foundation for journalists who went on 
to work locally, across the country and this 
year hopes to produce international jour- 
nalists. But no matter how far State Hornet 
alumni strive away, they all share the same 
human experience as every citizen of this 
planet and because of that the State Hornet 
will continue to serve the Sacramento State 
community first and best. 


erams to CSUS 


to decide how that 10 
percent will be used; we 
have to advocate-” 

Gonzalez said one of 
the areas that need more 
examining are the Gen- 
eral Education require- 
ments to graduate. 

No matter who the 
new leader of Sac State 
will be, Gonzalez hopes 
the university and com- 
munity will welcome the 
new president, working 
with him or her on con- 
tinuing improvements 
accomplishments 

and promises to return 
as a faculty member. 

“I hope everyone here 
today and throughout the 
university and community will 
embrace my successor and work 
with her or him,’ said Gonzalez. 
“You can rest assured that I will 
do everything I can do to make 
the transition as smooth as pos- 
sible, and I will continue to fo- 
cus all my effort on serving you, 
and Sacramento State.” 
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OVERCOMES 
ROCKY START 


By Rachel Rosenbaum 
@rachisthebaum 


As a prospective professional 
athlete hoping to compete in the 
NFL, coming out of a Division 
I football program that isn’t a 
household name or known for 
its rowdy 12th man crowd can 
make it difficult to stand out 


amongst other major-college 
competition. 
Current Denver Broncos’ 


linebacker Todd Davis shattered 
that mold and gave the Sacra- 
mento State Hornets a reason 
to tune in on Sunday nights this 
season. 

Davis is a product of Sac 
State who played linebacker 
from 2010 to 2013. 

“Coming from a small school, 
you kind of have that ‘well, can 
he play at the next level, can he 
do this, can he do that?’” Davis 
said. “So it definitely helps you 
push past all the negative energy 
that’s out there and the questions 
that people have against you.” 

Davis had a tumultuous in- 
troduction to the NFL: he had 
a disappointing pro day after 
producing a slow 40-yard dash 
time (4.87) and went undrafted. 
He signed with the New Orleans 
Saints June 23, 2014 only to be 
waived three times through Nov. 
12. The following day, he signed 
with the Broncos and went on to 
rack up 22 total tackles in four 
of their games, including a post- 
season appearance against the 
Indianapolis Colts. 

“I just felt like the more 
comfortable I got and the more 
games I got under my belt, the 
better I felt, and the more freely 
I felt I could play,” Davis said. 

Though he switched teams 
midseason, Davis said the Bron- 
cos were helpful in welcoming 
his arrival. 

“When I came over to the 
Broncos, the guys that were in 
the locker room already did a 
great job of, you know, making 
me feel right at home, not mak- 
ing me feel like an outsider,” he 
said. “If I needed extra time to 
go over some plays, or watch 
some film they were always 
willing to stay with me and stay 
after, and just make sure I got it 
down.” 

Davis made a splash when 
former Broncos’ head coach 
John Fox said he had adapted 
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Senior guard Mikh McKinney drives the ball against Southern Utah’s Trey Kennedy in the Hornets’ Nest on Saturday, Jan. 3, 
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2015. McKinney scored 21 





points and had four assists in the men’s 90-75 win over the Thunderbirds, putting Sac State up 8-5 overall and 2-0 in the Big Sky standings. 


Senior leadership gives Hornets hottest start since joining Big Sky 


By Mike McGough 
@mike_mcgough 


Through eight games of 
conference play, Sacramento 
State’s men’s basketball team 
has compiled a 7-1 record that 
places the team alone atop the 
Big Sky Conference standings. 

The hot start for Sac State 
marks the school’s best eight- 
game beginning to a conference 
season since the team joined the 
Big Sky in the 1996-97 cam- 
paign. 

Coach Brian Katz recounted 
the speech he gave to his play- 
ers after the team took control 
of first place in the conference 
following a Jan. 17 victory. 

“I told our guys, I said ‘Hey 
look, the next 36 hours I want 
you to get used to that feeling,’” 
Katz said. “‘When you wake up 
Monday morning, you’re going 
to be grinding. But get used to 
how that feels, just think about 
it, how does that feel? And then 





when you show up on Monday, 
you better be playing like un- 
derdogs like you are.’” 

The Hornets are 13-6 on the 
season overall. If they can con- 
tinue. at their current rate, they 
may not be considered under- 
dogs for long. 

Sac State’s talent and poten- 
tial have gathered some national 
attention. In his Jan. 19 edition 
of “Bracketology,” ESPN col- 
lege basketball analyst Joe Lu- 
nardi projected the Hornets to 
qualify for the NCAA Men’s 
Division I Basketball Champi- 
onship for the first time in pro- 
gram history. Lunardi projected 
Sac State to enter March Mad- 
ness as a No. 16 seed in the West 
and play against No. 1 Duke in 
the first round. 

As exciting as an NCAA 
Men’s Basketball Tournament 
berth would be for the Hornets, 
Katz and his players tend to not 
look too far ahead into the fu- 
ture. 

“We're excited, but look, the 


Up-tempo strate 


By Mike McGough 
@mike_mcgough 


Sacramento State’s women’s 
basketball team is off to their 
best conference start in program 
history with a 7-1 record in the 
Big Sky Conference. 

After dropping nine of 11 
pre-conference games and los- 
ing their conference opener at 
Northern Arizona, the Hornets 
have since mounted a seven- 
game win streak, taking control 
of first place in the Big Sky in 
the process. 

Coach Bunky -Harkleroad 
commented on the success his 
team has found early in the con- 
ference season. 

“We’re playing really hard 
right now, and I think our pre- 
conference schedule has a lot to 
do with that,” Harkleroad said. 
“We played a very, very tough 
preconference schedule. We’ve 
been doing a better job guarding 
people, and we’ve been doing a 
better job with our overall effort 
and focus on the little things.” 

Harkleroad is in his second 
season as head coach at Sac 
State. His team runs a version of 
the Grinnell System, an up-tem- 
po strategy in which the players 
attempt as many shots as pos- 
sible, shoot a high percentage of 
3-pointers and play aggressive 


league is one third over,” Katz 
said. “If we’re in first at the end 
of this thing, that would be a 
little different.” 

The 7-1 beginning to confer- 
ence play has not come without 


Washington University. 

The Eagles entered the game 
4-0 in conference ready to face 
the Hornets, who were 4-1 at 
the time. They came to the Nest 
to engage in a battle for the Big 


excitement. Sky’s top 
A 63-61 vic- spot. Sac 
tory at North “Any time you can State walked 


Dakota on Jan. 
8 came at the 
hands of a fi- 
nal-possession 
floater by senior 


get a league win and 
see yourself in the 
standings on top, 
that’s definitely a 
good feeling.” 


away victo- 
rious, as a 
career-best 
22 points by 
junior guard 


guard Mikh Cody Demps 
McKinney. A - Cody Demps, fueled a big 
home win over Junior 90-77 win 
the University for the Hor- 
of Idaho Jan. 15 saw the Hor- nets. 


nets erase an 11-point deficit af- 
ter McKinney scored 27 points 
in the second half alone. And 
a career-high 33 points for the 
senior propelled the Hornets to 


their seventh conference win of’ 


the season Saturday at Weber 
State. 

But perhaps the biggest win 
of all came Jan. 17 over Eastern 


full-court press the entirety of 
each game. 

This style of basketball has 
the Hornets leading the Big 
Sky in points per game at 85.6. 
That’s more than 10 points per 
game higher than North Dakota, 
the next highest team, at 75.3 
points per game. Sac State also 
tops the Big Sky with 234 made 
3-pointers so far this season. 
The 11 other Big Sky Confer- 


“ence teams have made an aver- 


age of about 90. 

On the flip side, the team’s 
fast-paced offensive strategy 
gives opponents frequent un- 
contested layup opportunities at 
the other end of the court, which 
explains Sac State’s conference- 
worst field goal defense of 51.9 
percent. 

A season ago, this system al- 
lowed Harkleroad’s squad to 
break the NCAA single-season 
record for both made (373) and 
attempted (1171) 3-pointers. 
The 2013-14 Hornets finished 
18-12 overall and 10-10 in con- 
ference. 

This season, the team’s 
16-woman roster contains nine 
Hornets who are new to the 
team. 

“This team is still defining 
itself,” Harkleroad said. “It’s 
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“Any time you can get a 
league win and see yourself in 
the standings on top, that’s defi- 
nitely a good feeling,’ Demps 
said. “It also gives us confi- 
dence too, knowing that anyone 
coming up, we know we can 
handle them.” 

The Hornets are second in the 
conference with a field goal per- 


gy fuels team 


centage of 49.4, just shy of East- 
ern Washington’s 49.5 percent 
shooting rate, and are drilling 
40.9 percent of their 3-point at- 
tempts, which is the third high- 
est mark in the Big Sky. 

Katz has attributed his team’s 
success early in the conference 
season to senior leadership, 
depth and a veteran presence on 
the court. The Hornets managed 
to keep all five of last season’s 
starters on the roster this year, 
including team leaders and co- 
captains McKinney and Dylan 
Garrity. 

“T wouldn’t bet against them,” 
Katz said of the duo. 

So far this season, McKin- 
ney leads the Hornets in scoring 
with an average of 18.8 points 
per game. This places him sec- 
ond only to Eastern Washing- 
ton’s Tyler Harvey in the Big 
Sky. 

For McKinney, who is in his 
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Senior guard, Takara Burse powers past Weber State 
guard Brianna Averette at the Hornets’ Nest on Saturday 
Jan. 24, 2015. The Hornets trampled Weber State 108-65. 
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Women’s tennis hopes to 


By Patricia Carpenter 
@trishshsports 


When the 2015 preseason 
Big Sky Conference coaches’ 
poll came out in the beginning 
of January, it was no shock that 
the Sacramento State women’s 
tennis team was voted to land in 
first place. 

The program is expected to be 
crowned with its 14th consecu- 
tive championship title, but the 
women haven’t displayed that 
prominence in their first two 
matches of this season. Inju- 
ries and inexperience can be to 
blame for the slow start. 

“We haven’t had many in- 
juries until last year,” said Sac 
State Director of Tennis Bill 
Campbell. “We went 14 years 
with almost no injuries. Be- 
cause of injuries we’ve had to 
experiment with the lineup.” 

The Hornets (0-2) are mir- 
roring their 2014 campaign by 
recording back-to-back losses, 
including a 5-2 loss to the Uni- 
versity of San Francisco on Jan. 
21 and a 7-0 sweep by San Jose 
State on Saturday. 

Coach Dima Hrynashka said 
of the women’s performance 
that he doesn’t want to begin 
another 0-4 year. He believes 
with Jennifer Nguyen and Daria 
Savchenko back in the lineup 
the team will be stronger. 

“We -think they’re not 
ready,” Hrynashka said. “Dar- 


ia [Savchenko] and Jennifer 
[Nguyen], I hope maybe in a 
few weeks they will start to 
play, but we have to be careful 
with their injuries. It’s impor- 
tant for us to have them in the 
middle and end of the season 
than playing them now.” 

Nguyen has only competed 
in doubles matches this season. 
The captain is still nursing her 
right knee back to health after 
having ACL surgery in March 
of last year. 

“I felt really good, I was 
excited to get out and play,” 
Nguyen said. “It’s been a long 
time. My knee felt fine through- 
out the [doubles] sets. It’s been 
slowly progressing and it’s 
tough knowing where I’m at 
[mentally] and how ready I am 
to play singles, but only time 
will tell to see how ready I am 
[physically].” 

Nguyen was 4-8 overall in 
No. | singles and 3-0 during Big 
Sky Conference action in 2014. 

Savchenko, who is battling 
tendinitis in her right shoulder, 
split time with sophomore Alina 
Soltanici as the No. 1 player 
when Nguyen went down. She 
was the only Hornet to post a 
winning record in that position 
(5-2). 

Junior Olivia Boija said it 
is crucial to have them both 
healthy and back in the lineup. 

“I think we will become a 
really strong team [with them 
back],” Boija said. “We have a 
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strong team now, but Jennifer 
she used to play No. 1, so she’s 
a really strong player and Dar- 
ia also, who is a good doubles 
player. With them, it will make 
the team even better.” 

In doubles Savchenko racked 
up a 16-8 record. She also won 
first team All-Big Sky honors 
for going 13-8 in singles and 
went 6-0 in conference. 

In the past, the team’s niche 
has been in doubles, but this 
season the women have strug- 
gled and are off to an 2-4 start. 
Last year, they were 4-2 through 
two competitions and finished 
with an overall record of 51-31. 

Junior captains Boija and 
Nguyen are the only duo who 
have wins in doubles (2-0). 
The two had commanding per- 
formances against the USF and 
SJSU (6-0 and 6-1, respective- 
ly). Boija received an honorable 
mention award in 2014 for her 
16-8 singles and 15-10 doubles 
records. 

“Me and Olivia played well 
together,” Nguyen said. “We 
haven’t played [together] too 
much before, so it was good to 
get our first wins.” 

Solantici has been holding 
down the No. | position due to 
Nguyen’s absence. In her debut 
season she earned All-Big Sky 
second team honors and held 
the best doubles record (20-6). 
In conference she was 7-2. 

The sophomore was ranked 
No. 51 heading into their match 
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Sophomore Alina Soltanici hits a forehand shot after a serve by the University of San 
Francisco’s Andrea Ka during the women’s tennis season opener on Jan. 21, 2015 at Rio 
Del Oro Racquet Club. Soltanici is 0-2 in singles No. 1 this season for the Hornets. 


against USF. She fought hard 
in both contests and forced her 
opponents into a third set, but 
couldn’t pull out a victory. 

This year the freshmen—Ana 
Loaiza Esquivias, Anna-Maria 
Nau and Tori Trylovich—have 
combined for a 2-4 singles re- 


cord. 

Campbell said the younger 
women are still inexperienced 
at this level of competition and 
will only progress once they re- 
ceive more playing time. 

“The fact that we had three 
freshmen, two sophomores and 
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Former Sacramento State linebacker Todd Davis prepares for the Arizona State University game at Sun Devil Stadium in 
Tempe, Arizona, on Sept. 5, 2013. Davis is pictured here during his senior year playing for the program. 


From Page BI 
quickly, and teammates were 


impressed with his quick un- 
derstanding of the Broncos’ de- 


Doctor of 


fense. 
He attributes his season suc- 
cess to offseason training. 
“That’s the biggest key: to put 


the time in in the offseason, the 


benefits come during the sea- 
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son,” he said. 

Another person who recog- 
nizes this off-field dedication is 
DeAndre Carter, Davis’ team- 
mate for three seasons while at 
Sac State. 

‘“He’s a phenomenal football 
player,” Carter said. “He works 
harder than anybody I’ve met... 
[He] has a lot of instincts of the 
game. He’s a physical presence 
on the field at all times.” 
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Carter and Davis are close 
friends and trained together dur- 
ing Carter’s junior year. Carter 
and other former college team- 
mates cheered alongside ram- 
bunctious Oakland Raiders fans 
for the Dec. 28 game that result- 
ed in the Broncos’ 47-14 win. 

“He played well that game,” 
Carter said. “Todd is always, 
every time I’ve seen him on the 
field, taking advantage of his 
opportunities and making the 
most of it.” 

Among those who recognize 
Davis’ on and off-the-field work 
ethic is Jon Osterhout, who 
coached him in his 11 games 
during his 2010 season as a true 
freshman. 

“He had all the physical at- 
tributes that you look for in a 
football player, but more impor- 
tantly he had all the redeeming 
qualities that you look for in a 
student-athlete,” Osterhout said. 
‘He’s a self-starter, intrinsically 
motivated and really wanted to 
become the best player that you 
possibly could.” 

In his 2011 sophomore year, 
Davis led the team with 96 to- 
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tal tackles and earned honorable 
mention All-Big Sky honors as 
well as Player of the Week for 
the Hornets’ 14-0 win against 
Northern Colorado Oct. 8, 2011. 

He went on to his 2012 sea- 
son to lead Sac State with 103 
tackles, earning him second 
team All-Big Sky honors and 
the Hornets’ defensive MVP 
both his junior and senior year. 
He ended his collegiate career 
holding the record for second 
most tackles in program history. 

“It’s not one specific game, 
it’s not one specific year, it’s 
a body of work, and that’s 
what they’re looking for at the 
[NFL],” Osterhout said. “Todd 
did all those necessary things 
because he understood the big 
picture.” 

Davis is home in Lancaster 
temporarily, but plans to head 
back to Denver for offseason 
training. 

He is still in contact with for- 
mer teammates, including Cart- 
er, who is also pursuing a post- 
collegiate career in the NFL. 

“He’s been a huge help to 
me here recently, me going 
through the process that he just 
went through,” Carter said. “It’s 
helped me out just kind of pick- 
ing his brain, finding out some 
information on the things that 
I need to do going through this 
process.” 

In addition to support in the 
Oakland Raiders’ crowd, Davis 
also had a large group of his 
family present for the Broncos’ 
22-10 win against the San Di- 
ego Chargers on Dec. 14. 

“It’s not every day you get to 
say that you played with a guy 
that’s in the NFL now, espe- 
cially coming from Sacramento 
State,” Carter said. “So it’s been 
something that the city of Sac- 
ramento and Sacramento State 
and everybody’s been behind 
and watching him, supporting 
him.” 

Though Davis had a rocky 
start to his NFL debut, he has 
played well and rallied the sup- 
port from his family, Broncos 
teammates and former Hornets’ 
coaches and teammates. It’s 
safe to say Davis may have a 
12th man of his own on the rise. 
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a junior, I thought that they did 
very well,” he said. “I think they 
were in shape, but not in tennis 
shape.” 

He believes the women will 
have a chance to get their first 
win at home against their rival, 
UC Davis, on Jan. 30. 


Men: Sac 


State holds 
top spot in 


Big Sky 
following 
7-1 start to 


the season 
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third season with the program, 
success is a function not only of 
strong play, but of strong bonds 
between teammates. 

“It always helps you when 
you have camaraderie with 
everybody,” McKinney said. 
“When you have a family-type 
atmosphere, it makes it easy to 
come to the gym every day.” 

McKinney ranks third in the 
Big Sky in assists, averaging 
5.3 per game. 

His teammate Garrity is one 
of McKinney’s biggest fans. 

“It’s incredible the shots that 
he can make,” Garrity said of 
McKinney. “He’s the engine of 
our team.” 

Garrity has scored an aver- 
age of 13.7 points per game so 
far this season. A big part of 
his success has been his abil- 
ity to drain 44.2 percent of his 
3-pointers, which ranks seventh 
in the Big Sky. 

The two guards entered this 
season having already played 
two full seasons together. Dur- 
ing pre-conference play, McK- 
inney and Garrity each crossed 
over the 1,000-point threshold 
in their careers at Sac State. 

But success for the Hor- 
nets does not lie solely on the 
shoulders of the team’s two 
top shooters. Sac State has also 
played solid defense through- 
out the year, holding opponents 
to make a league-lowest 32.5 
percent of 3-pointers. The team 
also leads the Big Sky in assists 
with 281. 

In addition to Demps’ big 
game against Eastern Washing- 
ton, forward Nick Hornsby also 
posted a ‘career-high scoring 
night on Dec. 1 with 20 points 
in a 65-56 pre-conference win 
over Utah Valley. On both occa- 
sions, Katz said the players’ big 
nights were possible because 
the opposition paid so much at- 
tention to Sac State’s top two 
scoring players. 

Home court has been a big 
factor for the Hornets, who are 
4-0 in conference and 8-1 over- 
all at home. 

‘“We’re comfortable playing 
here,” McKinney said. “We’ve 
got some great fans out here, so 
it feels good when we play at 
home.” 

There is still a long road ahead 
for the Hornets, but if the team 
continues to play at its current 
rate; Sac State could very well 
get its first taste of March Mad- 
ness in program history. 
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By Patricia Carpenter 
@trishshsports 


Any incoming freshman’s 
dream entering a Division I pro- 
gram is to be successful in their 
first year, but with little colle- 
giate experience, most cannot 
attain that goal. 

However, Sacramento State’s 
gymnastics team has a freshman 
that has caught the attention of 
many this season after compet- 
ing in only four meets. That 
new Hornet is Lauren Rice. 

Gymnastics coach Kim 
Hughes said he’s proud of the 
great start the freshmen have 
had this year, but most notably 
Rice due to her reliable perfor- 
mances that have stood out to 
him in every meet of theirs. 

‘““She’s been so consistent, it’s 
just been wonderful to see her 
progress each week,” Hughes 
said. “She hasn’t had a miss 
yet in our four meets and to see 
her scores improve every week 
has just been tremendous. She’s 
been great.” 

In the women’s last meet on 
Friday, Rice was able to earn 
her highest collegiate score in 
the all-around by breaking the 
39-point mark against causeway 
rival UC Davis. She started out 
the night with a 9.750 on vault, 
9.850 on bars, 9.625 on beam 
and finished with a 9.825 on 
floor. 

After the meet, Rice was ec- 
static that the Hornets were able 
to beat the Aggies in front of a 
home crowd. She said the com- 
fort of her supporters calmed 
her nerves in this competition. 

“T was a little nervous know- 
ing that it was our rivals we 
were going against,” she said. 
“Since it was a home meet I was 
feeling great, the vibes were 
high and everybody was super 
rowdy. It made it a lot of fun, so 
I was excited.” 

Her career-high score helped 
her take first place in the all- 
around category of the meet. 
Rice was also able to break 
her bars and floor records. She 
holds season averages of 9.731 
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Rice breaks career-high score 
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Freshman Lauren Rice strikes a pose to begin her beam performance at the Causeway 
Cup meet against-UC Davis in the Hornets’ Nest in Sacramento, California, on Friday, Jan. 
23, 2015. Rice scored a 9.625 and scored number one in the all-around with a 39.050. 


on vault, 9.713 on bars, 9.669 
on beam, 9.763 on floor and 
38.875 on all-around. 

After the women’s _perfor- 
mance in the Causeway Cup, 
senior Kalliah McCartney ac- 
knowledged their success. She 
is confident the new addition 
and her getting back to health 
will help the team break their 
194-point barrier. The women’s 
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overall average this season is a 
193.994. 

“We have a great team this 
year,” McCartney said. “We’re 
kind of just getting our foot in 
the door. We scored a high 194 
[against UC Davis], but we can 
easily get a 195.” 

Hughes said this win was es- 
sential for the team, especially 
since they had been experienc- 


ing numerous falls and misses 
this year. In their meet against 
UC Davis the women had two 
misses in different events, 
which used up their limit. The 
next miss would’ve lowered 
their score. 

‘“We’ve been improving in 
different events every week and 
we’ve been trying to stay con- 
sistent,” he said. 
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Women: Seniors and 
newcomers contribute 
to Hornets’ win streak 
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hard for me to really say what 
we are and who we are just yet. 
We have shown that we can 
compete at a high level, and 
we’ve played less than desir- 
able at times. But I think they’re 
a team that is showing great im- 
provement.” 

Sophomore guard Brianna 
Burgos described the team as an 
energetic one. 

“T feel like we run harder than 
anybody, and we utilize all our 
players,” Burgos said. “Every- 
body contributes on this team.” 

In the team’s most recent vic- 
tory, the Hornets blew out the 
Weber State Wildcats by a final 
of 108-65. 

The Hornets took control of 
first place on Jan. 17 at Eastern 
Washington. Facing a 67-65 
deficit in the final minute, Sac 
State mounted an 8-0 run to win 
the game 73-67 and take over 
the top spot in the Big Sky. 

‘We’ ve had a number of play- 
ers step up and play big games,” 
Harkleroad said. “Our seniors 
have all had some really good 
moments [and] our new players 
have all had some really good 
moments.” . 

Sac State’s three seniors on 
the roster have played a big part 
in the Hornets’ 7-1 start to the 
conference season. 

Point guard Fantasia Hilliard 
has had a major impact on her 
team’s success. The senior is 
second among all Big Sky play- 
ers in assists, averaging 4.8 
per game. She is also 11th in 
the conference in scoring with 
an average of 13.3 points per 
game. 

Senior guard Takara Burse— 
referred to as “TK” by her team- 
mates and coaches—has also 
been a key factor in the Hornets’ 
success, contributing an aver- 
age of 10.4 points per game in 
Big Sky play. 

“It’s a great feeling,” Burse 
said, referring to her team’s po- 
sition at the top of the Big Sky. 


“[It’s] something I haven’t ex- 
perienced here at Sac State in 
my four years, so it feels good.” 

Burse scored a Season-high 
20 points in her team’s Jan. 17 
road victory over Eastern Wash- 
ington, making eight of 15 field 
goal attempts in the process. 
Hilliard and Burse combined 
for 34 points in the win. 

Harkleroad gave praise to the 
effort put in by Burse, who re- 
cently moved into a new role. 

“TK has played, we’ve 
moved her to point guard for the 
last five games and that’s been 
a tremendous shot in the arm,” 
Harkleroad said following the 
win at Eastern Washington. 
“She’s really doing a great job 
there.” 

Burse attributed the 7-1 con- 
ference start to her team’s abil- 
ity to persevere through a tough 
pre-conference schedule. 

“T think we never gave up,” 
Burse said. “If you look at our 
schedule, you can see a lot of 
L’s on there. Most teams right 
now would have hung their 
head or would have quit. The 
squad that we are, we kept fight- 
ing. We knew that our breaking 
day was coming.” 

Burgos said that success mov- 
ing forward will require that the 
Hornets not attempt to coast 
through the rest of the season. 

“It’s easy to stay compla- 
cent,” Burgos said. “We just 
need to keep a chip on our 
shoulder.” 

Despite Sac State’s first place 
status, Harkleroad feels that his 
team is one that is still discover- 
ing itself. 

“This team is still bonding,” 
Harkleroad said. “They’re still 
learning each other. Everybody 
is trying to get a little better at 
their roles. We’ve seen what 
we have to do to win, so I think 
we'll be judged on how the rest 
of it plays out.” | 

The Hornets will attempt to 
extend their win streak to eight 
games against Montana State, 
while one the road Jan. 29. 
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New theater has bar and dine-in options 


By Sarah Hines 
@hinesshphoto 


Nestled in a new shopping center off 
Highway 80 is a movie theater with a con- 
cept that breathes new life into the phrase 
“dinner and a movie.” 

Studio Movie Grill, a Texas-based theater 
chain boasting an American Grill menu, 
has opened its first location on the West 
Coast and the Sacramento region is the 
lucky winner. 

The Rocklin theater opened its doors 
mid-December 2014 and is the 19th and 
newest location the company has added, 
with plans to add more theaters in Califor- 
nia. 

The Movie-Grill has seen pretty positive 
reviews so far, so of course I was on a mis- 
sion to find out what the hype was all about. 

Eating dinner and drinks, while watching 
a box office hit? Sign me up! 

I made the trek to Rocklin on a Saturday 
afternoon after purchasing tickets online 
for the “The Hobbit: the Battle of the Five 
Armies’. 

Parking was a cinch and to my surprise, 
there were no outside ticket booths or long 
lines to wait in. All tickets are purchased 
online, and moviegoers can say goodbye 
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to the arduous task of finding a seat in a 
crowded theater because seats are chosen 
online at the time of ticket purchase. 

Walking into the lobby of the Movie Grill 
was unlike the standard theater. It was a 
near-perfect mashup of a movie theater and 
an upscale restaurant. 

The lobby includes a fully-stocked bar 
for moviegoers who have time to kill before 
the movie starts and a large lobby area with 
ample booth seating. 

Walking into the theater was like walk- 
ing into a rich friend's private theater room 
with rows of plush oversized leather chairs 
equipped with full-sized tray tables and a 
built-in cup holder for ice cold drinks. 

I sat down and pushed the red button 
on my table to summon the waiter and pe- 
rused the menu. 

After a short wait, he arrived to take the 
order. After contemplating between the 
Megaplex Burger and the Chicken Fajita 
Quesadillas, I went completely off the grid 
and ordered my favorite classic, Loaded Po- 
tato Skins. I added a Spiked Cherry Lime- 
ade, a Movie Grill signature cocktail, just 
for the sake of experience. 

The lights were dimming and previews 
were starting when the food came out. The 
waiters began to crouch down, running 
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Studio Movie Grill opened the doors of its Rocklin location on Dec. 15, 2014. SMG 
offers American Grill dine-in options for those who want dinner with their movie. 


food between rows so they did not disturb 
other guests. It was definitely a strange sight 
and the only con, as it was a bit distracting. 

But nonetheless, my food was in front 
of me and I could not wait to dig in. The 
steaming hot potato skins tasted exactly as 
they looked -- perfect. The potatoes were 
perfectly cooked and soft on the inside, 
but delightfully crunchy and buttery on the 


outside. 

The garlic sauce and cheeses danced on 
my tongue and the bacon, green onions and 
sour cream were the amazing end to a per- 
fect bite. 

I devoured the other five of my skins and 
sat back happily satisfied in my seat. 

There is no way I will ever go back to a 
regular movie theater again. 
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Life in the bike lane: Riding responsibly 


“Every timelsee an adult ona bicycle, Inolonger despair for the future of the humanrace.” - H.¢. Wells. 






By Kellie Mccown 
@kelliemccown200 


Nothing will take you back to 
your childhood like riding a bicy- 
cle. The familiar freedom of ado- 
lescence while going to and from 
adulthood responsibilities forces 
the rider to remember the world 
through an idealistic set of eyes, 
reminding them to defend the 
simple pleasures that are lost in 
schedules, books and work meet- 
ings. 

Sacramento State has made 
successful efforts in making the 
campus more bicycle friendly 
for students, faculty and staff to 
commute on two wheels. From 
the bright green bicycle lanes to 
the added bicycle compounds 
patrolled daily by campus police, 
this. campus is a bicycle commuter 
paradise. 

Of course, another famous 
quote reads: “With great power, 
comes great responsibility.” 


Last semester, Sac State saw 
two cyclists collide with motor 
vehicles on campus. Neither one 
of the cyclists were wearing a hel- 
met, nor had front and rear facing 
lights on their bicycle -- life sav- 
ing accessories that are required 
by law. While both cyclists lived 
to tell the tale of their bicycle/car 
collision, other cyclists were not 
as lucky. Four were killed in Sac- 
ramento in 2014 alone and dozens 
more across the country sustained 
serious injuries after being struck 
by motor vehicles. 

The moment a cyclist gets into 
the saddle of a bicycle, that person 
takes on the same responsibility 
a motorist does when getting be- 
hind the wheel of a car. 

With the new spring semester 
upon us, those who have decided 
to trade in their car for a bicycle 
as their main form of transporta- 
tion to and from Sac State should 
equip themselves with three must 
have bicycle accessories. 
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crossing the street gives a motorist no reason to stop driving. 


rN facing bicycle light. Just like with a car, it’s required by law that atleast one 
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Minus the helmet, these lights 
are the bare minimum required 
to legally ride a bicycle at night, 
but the cycling industry has more 
accessories and technology than 
almost any other physical activity. 
Neon jackets with reflectors are a 
sure way to stay seen during the 
day, and the newest trend has cy- 
clists adorning their wheels with 
colored lights, turning bicycles 
into transports more similar to 
something seen in a sci-fi movie 
than on a college campus. 

Bicycles are fun and turn school 
commuting into an everyday mini- 
adventure, but it’s only a safe ex- 
perience if cyclists take on the re- 
sponsibilities that are required of 
them. Lights and helmets are easy 
to find. 

Peak Adventures on campus, 
which neighbors The Well, has all 
three, as does any of the dozen lo- 
cal bicycle shops in Sacramento. 

Light up, be seen and roll on. 
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NMILK365 march unites the community 


By Daniel Magalit 
@dkm88 


As people marched from Sacramento 
City College to the state Capitol and finally 
to the Sacramento Convention Center, Jan. 
19 became more than a tribute to Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr: 

It was a day of solidarity and understand- 
ing. 

“It brings people with the same beliefs 
for civil and human rights, together,” said 
Kiara Laur’ren. “As long as the [events] 
are productive and peaceful, it’s good for 
the community.” 

Put on by MLK365, a non-profit organi- 
zation that advances the values of Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

The march and. Diversity Expo was 
meant to expose the larger community to 
needed information and resources. 

For civil rights activists everywhere, 


Martin Luther King Jr. is an icon and his 
birthday is celebrated in many ways. 

“Ideally, it is important to pay homage 
to leaders who’ve paved the way for you,” 
said Laur’ren. 

This year, the people of Sacramento 
marched for equal rights and justice. 

In a time that seems to be racially di- 
vided and when, in some instances, justice 
seems to be merely an idea, community 
agreement is crucial to finding the resolu- 
tion to difficult situations. 

At the Sacramento Convention Center on 
J Street, vendors had the opportunity to of- 
fer information to the public. 

Organizations like, MindKandi, a new 
online community builder, offers resources 
like scholarships and information to young 
adults seeking higher education. 

“As a new organization, you want to 
make sure your presence is known in the 
community. It is also a great way to net- 


work,” said Karasi Morrow, founder of 
MindKandi. 

The point of events like the Diversity 
Expo is to build a sense of camaraderie 
amongst community members. 

Organizations have the opportunity to 
meet. more people that may be in need of 
their services and the community has the 
opportunity to explore what is being of- 
fered. 

“Qutreach events are important because 
they connect different community members 
in a way that they might not normally inter- 
act,” said Ezekiel Goodwin, a patient navi- 
gator with Community Access of western 
New York. “It is helpful for raising aware- 
ness on topics that are often overlooked or 
lost in translation over generations.” 

Reaching out to the community as a 
whole is a key component in the civil rights 
movement, then and now. 

Promoting diversity and acceptance of 


all cultures, races, sexualities and creeds 
can be seen as a great way to unify people 
from different walks of life. 

“Community outreach is a vital compo- 
nent of developing a sense of ownership for 
disenfranchised communities,” said Good- 
win. “Building a community from within 
through accountability; literacy and educa- 
tion can cause a tidal wave of change.” 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, 
“Human progress is neither automatic nor 
inevitable. Every step toward the goal of 
justice requires sacrifice, suffering and 
struggle; the tireless exertions and passion- 
ate concern of dedicated individuals.” 

Change was Dr. King’s focus and events 
like the one put on by MLK365 concen- 
trate efforts on causes that promote positive 
change in today’s society. 

Find out more about MLK365 and their 
goals on their website: http://www.mlk365. 
org/ 


New select jobs help students give back 


By Priya McCluskey 
@priyamccluskey 


Finding a job during or after col- 
lege can be daunting and stressful. 
Students may look for work in their 
field with internships, through the 
university, or they may seek outside 
help to find something that fits their 
needs. 

Many students have a hard time 
securing a job within their degree 
when they first graduate. 

The Family Life Center, located in 
Petaluma, is an example of a place 
to start a career that may be outside 
a person's bachelor’s degree descrip- 
tion. | 

“There is a high need for special 
family educational staff, said An- 
nie Berlin, principal consultant at 
Berlin Communications, a consult- 
ing firm that represents Family Life 
Center. 

For students looking for a job that 
will impact the lives of young girls 
and boys, they can help support 
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families in the community while de- 
ciding on their own next step. 

“Its a terrific opportunity for 
graduates to enter the workforce in 
a way that’s highly gratifying -- help- 
ing young people and the commu- 
nity, said Phillip Bergman, senior 
communications consultant at free- 
lance public relations. 

They can choose to be a classroom 
counselor, residential counselor, 
awake overnight counselor, special 
education teacher or a professional 
parent. 

Berlin said the center is looking for 
energetic and committed students 
who will help develop and provide 
an array of educational services. 

For students still taking classes 
who may want to get paid, unlike 
an internship, another option can 
be through Select Staffing in Sacra- 
mento. 

Select Staffing accepts applications 
from students who are still in school 
and looking for work. Temporary 
employment services, such as Select 
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Staffing, help students find work by 
matching them with jobs instead of 
students having to spend their own 
time job searching. 

“Select Staffing helps students get 
one foot in the door for a career and 
helps job seekers make some extra 
cash if they are still in school,’ said 
Mary Blanton, branch manager of 
Select Staffing in Sacramento. 

Working in a job that has a flexible 
schedule can let a student network 
within their field to help build re- 
lationships with contacts for future 
careers. 

“We offer jobs for students in ac- 
counting, the IT industry, health 
care and so many more, Blanton 
said. 

Students graduating this year may 
be concerned about where their fu- 
ture is headed. 

“Tam really nervous for approach- 
ing the future. I will reach out to 
people I know and make stuff hap- 
pen [before] I leave for LA and make 
sure I have work before I leave,’ said 


journalism major Heidi Rene. 

Most students have part-time jobs 
but they are not careers, trying to 
find a job that satisfies the necessi- 
ties of the present while planning 
for the future is a challenge. 

“T am jealous that everyone knows 
what to do and I dont. I will live at 
home, save up to 50 percent of my 
salary I earn with my current job 
and hopefully attend dental school, 
said Bryn Miller, a communication 
studies major. 

“I feel really excited to gradu- 
ate from college, but | am anxious 
about taking the next step in my 
life and pursuing a career that will 
be worthwhile and meaningful,’ 
said communication studies major 
Amanda Moyer. 

Below are some helpful links to 
find more information about find- 
ing a job: 

http://www.familylifectr.org/em- 
ployment-opportunities.php 

http://www.selectstaffing.com/Se- 
lectStaffing/main.cfm?nlvl1=2 
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Movie Selma breathes new life into MLK 


By Johanna Pugh 
@jo_pugh 


It is strange to think how 1965 
really was not that long ago. 

Just 50 years ago in the south, 
racial discrimination, tension and 
violence was at an all-time high. 

The film “Selma” follows the 
story of African-American pas- 
tor, humanitarian and nonviolent 
civil rights activist and leader Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. during his 
involvement in the Selma voting 
rights movement. 

The population of Selma, Ala- 
bama was 50 percent black but 
only one percent of black citi- 
zens were registered to vote. They 
found themselves victims of in- 
timidation and violence when 
they tried to register for a right 
they were legally supposed to 
have. 

This world where “negro” was 
an ethnicity to be filled out on a 
rejected voter registration form is 
not a fictitious one; the 16th Street 
Baptist Church. bombing where 
four girls were killed by KKK 
terrorist acts was real. The bru- 
tal result of the “Bloody Sunday” 
protest march across the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge was real. 

These people, these events 


and this struggle to obtain vot- 
ing rights which left many people 
injured or dead and many more 
left trying to keep the movement 
going in their wake. People were 
arrested, assaulted, killed and pre- 
vented from having the constitu- 
tional right to vote as an Ameri- 
can citizen because of the color of 
their skin. 

“What is that?” King asked, sit- 
ting next to one of his advisers in 
a county jail cell in the aftermath 
of an initially peaceful protest. “Is 
that equality?” 

Like any historical film adap- 
tation, there are parts that were 
deemed as embellished -- this 
film has received backlash for its 
portrayal of President Lyndon B. 
Johnson -- and some left out, but 
amid the criticisms it is good to 
keep in mind that historical event 
films are art forms with a purpose. 
In the two hours she had, director 
Ava DuVernay succeeded in cap- 
turing and humanizing the man 
and paying homage to the spirit 
of the movement he stood in front 
of. 

British actor David Oyelowo, 
who has been a solid supporting 
player in a number of historic 
African-American films in re- 
cent years such as “Red Tails” and 


Lee Daniels’ “The Butler’, stands 
strong at the center of the film 
as King. His thoughtful cadence 
and demeanor captures the icon 
students hear bits about during 
Black History Month in elemen- 
tary school. 

The camera trails closely be- 
hind King as he leaves and enters 
a room, lingers as his head bows 
in prayer. The lighting of the film 
casts him in both shadow and 
light, the writing, directing and 
editing all bring consideration to 
the man behind the struggle. 

He was not portrayed as a flaw- 
less hero; his peaceful tactics 
were questioned by his followers 
and his marital infidelity vaguely 
hinted at in the film. But what 
the film does well is highlighting 
that he was a human being. He 
was a man who wanted change in 
a world where the color of ones 
skin dehumanized them in some- 
one else's eyes. 

DuVernay’s work did not hide 
the violence people faced. In fact, 
she slowed the moments down 
and kept the shots up-close and 
shocking -- the church explo- 
sion in the beginning which left 
the young girls strewn across the 
screen or Jimmie Lee Jackson's 
(Lakeith Lee Stanfield) reaction as 


he received a fatal gunshot wound 
to the abdomen while protecting 
his family or Annie Lee Cooper 
(Oprah Winfrey) being slammed 
down upon pavement by state 
troopers -- these moments were 
made all the more gut-wrenching 
by delaying and focusing inti- 
mately on the characters for the 
audience to really grasp the grav- 
ity and the pain and the loss and 
the lack of justice in these situa- 
tions real human beings faced. 

The film showed many people, 
both black and white, coming to- 
gether to fight injustice and op- 
posing viewpoints even within 
the same side. King was depicted 
good-naturely humored as a 
young John Lewis disagreed with 
his tactics; he emphasized that 
people want and deserve change 
and that it was good to see how 
much spirit young people had in 
joining the cause. 

Released in a time where the 
events in Ferguson, Missouri are 
just months behind us, the film, 
although indirectly, poses a ques- 
tion: in times of racial tension still 
present today, where is that same 
motivation and unity that was 
once present? 

Toward the end of the film, as 
marchers make their way down 
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unpaved roads to Montgomery, 
the film supplements the moment 
with actual footage of the five- 
day, 54-mile march. Young people 
marching alongside their parents. 
Disapproving bystanders waving 
Confederate flags on the streets. 
Military on standby. 

In modern times where tear- 
gassing a group of peaceful pro- 
testors is not a thing of the past, 
where people of color are still vic- 
tims of hate crimes or discrimina- 
tion --being followed while shop- 
ping in a store, being shut out of 
nominations for the Academy 
Awards or being shot by a police 
officer who is not indicted for the 
crime -- this was an important 
story to be seen and heard, espe- 
cially by those who were unaware 
of what happened and the gravity 
of these situations. 

“Selma” is not a cookie-cutter, 
saintly biopic. It is a thoughtfully- 
made American film that encap- 
sulates and honors a time that is 
not that far away in the past of our 
nations history. 

Following a small collection of 
made-for-TV HBO and Disney 
movies that covered this topic, 
this feature film was one that 
needed to be made, and it was 
made well. 
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By Priya McCluskey 
@priyamccluskey 

Sacramento State art pro- 
fessor, Robert Ortbal, 52, 
was one of the two artists 
awarded the _  Leff-Davis 
Grant for Visual Artists in 
October. 

Ortbal received $4,175 to 
help him create seven to 10 
sculptures and _ installation 
works for a gallery located 
in Sacramento. 

The grant organization 
was created two years ago. 

There will be two shows, 
one in JAYJAY Gallery and 
the other at Beatnik Studios 
in September 2015, a year 
after receiving the grant. 

“There is a thread between 
all the works - a dialogue,” 
Ortbal wrote in a press re- 
lease. “I like bringing the 
work out of the space. It’s 
not just a collection, but a 
collective work that talks to 
each other.” 

The San Jose native at- 
tended West Valley College 
majoring in geography but 
quickly switched gears after 
taking a ceramics course. 

Ortbal was doing a pro- 
cess at the time known as 
Raku firing. That is where 
the artist fires the ceramic 
form with glaze and pulls 
it out while it’s still hot and 
post fires the piece. 

“It was very theatrical, 
dramatic and exciting, and 
I realized I could get college 
credit for playing with fire, 
Ortbal said. 

In 1989, the artist received 
his Master of Fine Arts from 
UC Davis. Before attending 
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Art professor 
receives grant 





though, Ortbal had the op- 
portunity to travel to Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. 

“I traveled with slides of 
my artwork and gave slide 
shows and demonstrations, 
he said. 

He is known for using 
everyday materials such as 
cardboard and styrofoam to 
explore the hidden mean- 
ings through his creations. 

“Materials can start sug- 
gesting the content for the 
work and it adds anoth- 
er powerful meaning by 
changing material,” he said. 

The National Endowment 
for the Arts funded a re- 
search project for Ortbal to 
travel to Europe to examine 
artwork; mainly grand chan- 
deliers from the Rococo and 
Art Nouveau time periods. 

“I created a very large 
chandelier and I substituted 
song for light. Where each 
candle would be, I had a 
mechanized song bird,” said 
Ortbal. 

The exhibit is now at UC 
Berkeley's Art Museum. 

The artist then began 
teaching art at Sac State in 
2009. 

“I wanted to learn about 
art and combine it with so- 
cial work. I have a lot of fun 
and I am able to think out- 
side my box. It’s challenging 
but he's a great teacher,” said 
Sondra Lanford, a social 
work major. 

Students enjoy working 
with their hands and learn- 
ing new things about art in 
his class. 

“The class is really infor- 
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“February’s Song”, top, photo courtesy of ortbal.com 
Robert Ortbal, left, photo courtesy of ortbal.com. ”Quarry”, right, photo courtesy of Luis. D Sosa, 
Communications Associate for Sacramento Region Community Foundation. 

“Unforsaken”, bottom, photo courtesy of Luis. D Sosa, Communications Associate for 
Sacramento Region Community Foundation 


mative. It's my first class, he 
knows a lot and I have fun in 
the class,’ said Kacie Black- 
man, 22, a studio art major. 

For his upcoming show 
in 2015, Ortbal is currently 
working on two big art in- 
stallations. Part of the grant 
will go towards renting lift- 
ing equipment. 


“One of the pieces will 
hang down from _ the 
35-foot-high ceiling on 1/4 
steel rods suspending hun- 
dreds of carved iceberg-like 
forms surfaced on one side 
with a tender moss green 
material,’ he said. “Another 
piece uses 20-foot lengths 
of PVC to make a spire that 








rises up from a subterranean 
part of the gallery.’ 

Ortbal said he is more in- 
terested in the unsaid things 
within his art. 

“You know it’s there but 
there is no tangible proof. 
It is a hunch or a feeling or 
what your intuition tells 
you, Ortbal said. 
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_ Paris is pretty high on my list 
because it is the fashion capital! 
Also, the language is beautiful. 
Parlez-vous francais? 


Anisca Miles 


I’ve been to Asia but 
never Europe so my 
first stop would be 
lreland to see the 
places my ancestors 
came from. Some day 

| hope to work in India 
and the Middle East too, 
but that’s a career goal, 
not travel for fun. 


“The place | most want 
to travel is Alaska, be- 
cause it’s the only state | 
haven’t been to.” 


Mike MeCou: | 


THE STATE HORNET 


Top of my list, 
because it’s attainable, 
is backpacking in the 
Grand Canyon. | love 
hiking, and exploring 
one of the seven 
onders of the world 
would be an 
unforgettable 
= i experience. 
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| want to travel to Greece--! 
am going in summer ‘15, wa- 
hoo! I have been in love ever 
since watching Sisterhood 

of the Traveling Pants. 

The white houses on 

the water really get me. | 


~ 


‘Sarah Masterson 


PRDirector | 


Utrecht Netherlands 
this year to see the 
first stage in the 
| Tour de France. 
™ Bicycles for life! 


| News/Opinion 


I’ve been wanting to 
go to the United Kingdom 
as a starting point to go 

on an entire Eurotrip, ‘ 
stopping by all the coun- 
tries and getting a taste | 
of the varying cultures. 


~ New Zealand, because that’s _ 
where the Lord of the Rings 
trilogy was filmed along with 


the Hobbit movies. It would 
fz. be neat to see 


Jonathan A estas 


where they shot 
the footage, 
being a huge fan - 
of LOTR. 





